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LETTER FROM COURT

admissions will not in future be practised except under circumstances of the
most unavoidable necessity.

37. As the situation of our affairs in Bengal requires that every measure
should be taken which may contribute to the conducting them in the many
unforeseen events which mav occur in a manner the most conducive to the

^

general good, and the interest of the Company in particular, we think it
absolutely necessary to continue a Select Committee and we accordingly hereby
order and direct that the said Committee do consist of the undermentioned
members vizt..

The Right Hon'ble Lord Clive
Mr. William Brightwell Surnner

Brigadier General Carnac
Mr. Harry Verelst      ....
Mr. Francis Sykes      ....
Mr. Richard Becher        .    .    .

President

Second and to succeed Lord

Clive

Third but not to rise higher
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth.

38.    Upon the coming away or decease of General Carnac, Colonel Richard
Smith is to succeed him as third in the said Committee, but not rise to a
higher rank therein, but we further direct as we did with respect to his seat
in Council, upon Colonel Smith's coming away or decease, no other military
officer is to succeed him in the Committee, but the commanding officer for the
time being is to be consulted upon military affairs only, at which time he is
to have a seat and voice at the Board as third in Council.
39.    Although we have appointed six persons, yet that number is to be
only for the present, being  intended to  introduce  Mr.  Becher who  stood
high in our service, and was formerly a member of the Select Committee ; we
therefore direct that upon vacancies happening by  the decease or  coming
away of any of the beforementioned gentlemen, the said Committee do consist
of five members only, and In case of any other vacancy or vacancies in the
said establishment of five, they are to be filled up by the remaining members
of the Committee, out of such of the civil members of the Council only as
they shall think proper from time to time.
40.    We confirm the powers with which our President, Lord Clive and
the rest of the Select Committee are already invested, and we hereby give
them  full   authority to   correct   abuses of  every   kind,   particularly in   the
collection and management of our revenues ; to endeavour by legal means to
detect all sorts of corruption in our servants civil and military, and to punish
immediately those who disobey the Company's orders or disregard the Select
Committee's regulations;  to  take  cognizance  of  all  proceedings  in  Bengal
against the persons now dismissed by the Company for exacting or receiving
presents from the Nabob, his ministers and others and to prosecute them
conformable to our orders by this conveyance or any future offenders of the
like kind.   In short, we give them full power to do every act and deed, which
may contribute to preserve peace, tranquility, discipline, harmony, good order
and subordination in the settlement, by suspending the offenders from our
service, be they whom they may ; all other persons not under covenants to
us who shall offend in any of these points, must have our protection withdrawn
from them and be sent home.